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Special Accounts Senior Management Committee Meeting 
Meeting Notes and Action Items 

June 5, 2012 1pm – 2:30pm 
Potomac Yards South, Room 5100 

 
Attendees in Person: 
Jim Woolford, OSWER/OSRTI/IO 
Elliott Gilberg, OECA/OSRE 
David Bloom, OCFO/OB 
Laura Ripley, OCFO/OB 
Meridith Sebring, OSWER/ARMS 
Tracey Stewart, OSWER/OSRTI/IO 
Nikki Robinson, OCFO/OFM 
Steve Silzer, OCFO/OFM 
Dale Miller, OCFO/OFM 
Manuel Ronquillo, OECA/OSRE/RSD 
Alan Youkeles, OSWER. OSRTI 
Amy Vandenburg, OSWER/OSRTI 
Phyllis Anderson, OSWER/OSRTI 
Andrew Teatoresco, OECA/RSD (Intern) 
Amira Streeter, OECA/RSD (Intern) 
Nelson Fox, Booz Allen Hamilton (contractor support) 
 
Attendees via phone: 
Chloe Metz, Region 2 
Jennifer Chernowski, Region 2 
Leslie Peterson, Region 2 
Walter Mugdan, Region 2 
Patty Bettencourt, Region 4 
Paula Painter, Region 4 
Anita Davis, Region 4 
Khanh Nguyen, OCFO/OB 
Greg Luebbering, OCFO/OFS/CFC 
Peter Hendrickson, OCFO/OFS/CFC 
Anthony Smaldon, Booz Allen Hamilton (contractor support) 

Introduction 

Jim Woolford opened the meeting by asking the attendees in the room and on the phone to 
introduce themselves.  Woolford then mentioned the main topics to be discussed during the 
meeting and informed the group that Tracey Stewart would be leaving on maternity leave at the 
end of June.  He added that Amy Vandenburg would be filling in during Stewart’s absence, with 
assistance from other staff in the Office of Site Remediation and Technology Innovation 
(OSRTI) as needed.  
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Highlights from the Past 6 Months 

The first topic discussed was special accounts highlights over the past six months.  Jim Woolford 
opened by stating that a memorandum had been issued in January on the use of special account 
funds to facilitate work settlements with PRPs and that the annual report was issued in March to 
EPA senior managers on Superfund Special Accounts Senior Management Committee activities.  
Woolford went on to mention that the House Appropriations Committee was briefed in a two 
hour meeting in March on special accounts.  He also stated that a memorandum was issued in 
April on effective utilization of special accounts.  During this same time, OSRTI and the Office 
of Site Remediation Enforcement (OSRE) conducted mid-year special account reviews.  
Woolford and Tracey Stewart addressed the committee and thanked everyone for their hard 
work.  

Compass Issues 

The second topic discussed involved Compass (the agency’s financial management system) 
related special account issues. Tracey Stewart notified the group of a few issues related to special 
accounts that arose as a result of updates to Compass.  She added that a majority of the issues 
had been resolved as of the date of the meeting. 

OCFO implemented updates to Compass immediately prior to mid-year special account planning 
updates.  As a result of the Compass updates, several historic special account receipts that were 
converted from the Integrated Financial Management System (IFMS) into Compass were 
double-counted.  In addition, some Fiscal Year (FY) 2012 obligations that were entered into 
Compass were not applied to some special accounts.  These issues resulted in available account 
balances being overstated in affected accounts.  The overall national available account balance 
was overstated by somewhere between $100M and $150M.  Stewart added, rather than not 
moving forward with mid-years and waiting for the issues to be resolved, mid-years continued as 
planned and regions simply flagged accounts that were affected by these issues.  Mid-year 
planning and reporting was conducted based on special account available balances as of March 
8, 2012.  Due to the double counting of receipts and obligations not being applied to some 
special accounts, mid-year data contained overstated balances. Stewart then notified the group 
that, as of April 20, 2012, these issues have been resolved.  

Stewart continued the discussion of Compass issues by detailing issues related to the 
recertification of reclassified special account funds.  She added that the issue was resolved on 
June 1, 2012 by the opening of the recertification database.  Stewart explained that some regions 
were holding off on submitting reclassifications because the database for recertifying 
appropriated funds made available from special account reclassifications was not yet operational.  
However, now that the recertification database is open regions should no longer be holding off 
on processing reclassifications.  She continued by stating that the recertification process 
associated with special account reclassifications should be pretty straightforward compared to 
other recertification processes in FY 2012.  All FY 2012 KV transactions already processed by 
the Cincinnati Finance Center (CFC) are currently showing up in the database.  David Bloom 
stated that he wished that the database had been up and running earlier, but he wanted to ensure 
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the database worked properly once it was brought online.  He then thanked everyone for signing 
off on memoranda and process changes in a timely manner. 

Stewart then mentioned an issue raised by the regions related to the delay in being able to 
recertify funds made available from special account reclassifications.  She stated that there are 
internal regional deadlines that shorten the window for regions to process reclassifications, 
request recertification, and obligate funds.  Stewart stated that she would gauge regional 
concerns on the Special Accounts National Conference Call to occur the next day.  Jim Woolford 
queried Walter Mugdan regarding his knowledge in terms of regional concerns.  Leslie Peterson 
stated the internal deadline for Region 2 is August 11, 2012.  The committee discussed whether 
there should be changes to next year’s deobligation/recertification guidance and/or deadlines for 
the reclassification and recertification of funds as a result of the regional deadlines and delay in 
the recertification database.  Bloom stated that the time between now and the national deadline 
should be sufficient and no changes should be made to the current deadlines and/or guidance.  
Manuel Ronquillo stated that some regions have earlier deadlines than other regions.  The 
committee decided to forego a discussion around possible options for addressing the shortened 
reclassification window.  Laura Ripley added that Office of Budget’s (OB) deadline for 
recertification of reclassified funds is September 7, 2012.  The rest of the group then concurred 
that there is currently no need to change current guidance and/or deadlines.  Woolford and 
Stewart agreed to report back to the group after the Special Accounts National Conference Call 
with feedback from the regions.  

The committee transitioned to discuss the topic of special account reporting concerns.  Laura 
Ripley noted that there were concerns with Compass tracking special account funds by budget 
fiscal year.  The Beginning Budget Fiscal Year (BBFY) in Compass for reimbursable resources 
is based on the fiscal year when the accounts receivable is established.  All receipts with 
accounts receivables established in FY 2011 and before are currently identified as BBFY 2011 
funds.  Receipts with accounts receivable established in FY 2012 will be identified as BBFY 
2012 funds.  Ripley noted that as time progresses there will be a need to manage funds across 
multiple years for each account.  Ripley mentioned that Greg Luebbering developed a report 
using the Compass Business Objects Reporting (CBOR) tool that allows regions to view special 
account balances by BBFY and Fund Code to facilitate the appropriate request and allocation of 
resources in Compass.  Ripley continued by stating that the report currently indicates that there 
are several accounts with just pennies or small dollar amounts in specific fiscal years, which will 
be an ongoing occurrence that will need to be cleaned up periodically moving forward.  Ripley 
then queried the committee regarding methods for cleaning up small amounts within specific 
fiscal years within certain accounts, whether the small amounts could be transferred to the Trust 
Fund or addressed using some sort of automated means.  Bloom asked if there is a way to change 
the current policy to write off or zero out the small dollar amounts without requiring much effort.  
Luebbering responded saying that an automated process is not feasible.  Rather, funds would 
have to be transferred manually, one fiscal year at a time, when accounts are closed out.  Stewart 
asked if it would be possible to change the policy so that fiscal years with less than one dollar in 
an account could be wiped out by CFC on an annual basis.  Bloom supported Stewart’s proposal.  
Walter Mugdan added that it will be extremely difficult to manage funds across multiple fiscal 
years, especially for payroll.  Luebbering added to Mugdan’s comments by notifying the group 
that the increased complexity associated with managing funds across multiple fiscal years has 
















